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their whole lives. Those who hardly ever spoke of
fasting, except in jest, have observed it strictly, be-
coming obedient to their mother, the Christian and
Catholic Church.

But let us begin with the departure of our vessels
last year, and follow the months which have glided
away since then, when we, Father de Nou& and I,
concluded that we must find some means of devoting
ourselves to the study of the language, without a
knowledge of which we cannot help the Savages. I
then threw all other cares aside, and began to turn
over the leaves of a little manuscript Dictionary [8]
that had been given to me in France; but it was full
of errors.*

On the 12th of October, seeing that I made very
little progress, learning a few stray words with a
great deal of trouble, I went to visit the cabins of the
Savages, with the intention of going there often, and
accustoming my ear to their tongue. They were en-
camped at a distance of more than a full league from
our house, and through fear of getting lost in the
woods, I made a long detour on the shores of the
great Saint Lawrence river. Oh what a trial it was
to climb the rocks on diamond point! The place is
thus named by the French, because a quantity of
very pretty little diamonds are found there.®® These
roads are frightful; I went on my hands and knees,
with great fear of falling. I passed through places
so narrow, that when, the tide arose and prevented
me from continuing on my [g] way, I could not turn
back, the passage seemed to me so dangerous. I
climbed upon the rocks and, seizing a branch which
had arrested the fall of an uprooted tree, this tree
came rolling toward me with so much force, that if I



